
Working Bee
by Lyn Langeluddecke

It was a gamble, but it paid off. I’m sure 

everyone was wondering how it was 

going to work, but the feedback from all 

involved was very positive. It was great 

for the children to have ownership of 

cleaning up their very own school ‘back 

yard’ and to be able to help out our 

groundsman Steve Tilley with many of 

the ongoing maintenance and 

gardening jobs. 

Walking around the grounds at the end 

of the day, there was an obvious 

difference…so a BIG thank you to all the 

staff, kids and to the families who lent a 

hand. The children’s commitment to 

their allocated task was beyond 

believable. The power of the collective 

has brought huge gains. 

Key Dates

N E W S L E T T E R  V O L  1 6  |  N O V E M B E R  8 T H ,   2 0 1 8  

Volunteer Morning Tea 
19 November

Twilight Concert 
29 November

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
30 November

P h :   8 3 2 3  8 7 4 1  
E :   d l . 0 2 5 1 . a d m i n @ s c h o o l s . s a . e d u . a u

Governing Council Meeting 
14 November, 3:15pm 

Colour Run 
16 November 



It was very evident through the recent parent survey on our school’s communication systems and 

processes that we have some work to do with families around our homework policy and the use of the diary 

and its purpose. Many families weren’t familiar with the homework grid or the home learning expectations. 

 

“The research is unequivocal that there is no academic gain achieved by serving up homework in its current form. A lot of 

homework is totally irrelevant to kid’s lives. It simply hijacks family time together for no good reason” says child and adolescent 

psychologist Michael Carr-Gregg. 

 

With this in mind, we have adopted a ‘half way approach’ that has the potential to complement and reinforce class learning 

through valuing regular reading and word work and the continuation of work set during the day whilst also acknowledging the 

importance of children having time for play, leisure and physical activities. 

 

We do acknowledge the importance of children developing good life long learning and study habits and that a home learning 

program can contribute towards this. Parent partnerships are also strengthened through supporting the home learning activities. 

We believe that maintaining children’s passion for learning through authentic learning experiences needs to be at the heart of our 

work together, both at school and at home.   

 

This year we have used a wellbeing diary for our Years 3-7 students, which has received mixed reviews from children, teachers 

and families. As a result of the survey feedback, we have made a commitment as a staff to be consistent in our approach to 

homework and diary use for 2019. We are formatting an R-7 school based diary that will provide an interim measure as we explore 

other digital options such as Seesaw, which was a preferred option by families for show casing their child’s learning and 

communicating with parents. 

 

We have included a summarised version of our current home learning expectations and the home learning grid opposite. 

Home Learning Program
by Lyn Langeluddecke, Principal

MVPS Colour Run
Friday the 16th of November 

1:30pm – 3:05pm, on the school oval 

 

Timetable 

1:30– First classes to marshalling area (other classes to the mound) 

1:35- Room 16, 18, 19 

1:50- Room 2, 14, 15 

2:05- Room 6, 7, 8 

2:20- Room 10, 11, 12 

2:35- Room 9, 13, 1, 3 

2:50- Room 17, 20, 21 

3:05- Return to classes for dismissal 

 

Please bring a white T-shirt (prepare to get it colourful) Students can bring bright items to dress up in (wigs, tutus, glasses etc) 

If you wish to volunteer on the day please contact Matt Millar e: matt.millar500@schools.sa.edu.au  

We look forward to seeing you all on the day and let’s get colourful! 



HOME LEARNING PROGRAM



As the school year comes to an end it is time to formalise the Material & Services Charges (school fees) 

for 2019.  A breakdown of the Material & Services charges for the 2019 school year was sent home to families 

last week. 

Material & Services Charges 2019 

In line with the Material & Services Charges Administrative Guidelines we invite all parents to attend the next Governing Council 

meeting to be held on Wednesday 14 November 2018 at 3:15pm in the Resource Centre where the charges will be approved. If 

you are unable to attend this meeting, but would like to express your views please send a letter to the school addressed to the 

Governing Council Chairperson, Jasmin Ellis, or contact any other Governing Council Member, before the Governing Council 

meeting. 

 

 

Projects underway: 

Approval to fund costs to close off the passage way to the east of Minniss for SSO small group intervention ($18,000) 

Proceeding to install the pathway from Main Road to Minniss and incorporating the signed pavers. 

The gym air-con is being installed this week along with a screen, projector and sound system (2016-17 fundraising priority) 

An architect has been employed to proceed with detailed drawings for the OSHC extension . GC is seeking feedback from 

families if an earlier opening time is warranted.  

Performing Arts will move into the OSHC space in 2019, making way for two classes. 

 

Parent feedback via class placement slips consistently identified the following issues: inconsistent application of homework and 

diary use, wanting more homework, one teacher preferred, more male teachers and more stretch. The school will address these 

issues in their planning for 2019.   

 

A recent ‘communication’ survey had 48 respondents: key issues that arose were school diaries are not as effective as they 

should be, a digital format for communication is preferred (such as SeeSaw) and better communication of homework policy. 

 

Monday afternoon parent reading workshops will continue in 2019 with wider promotion and revamped format. 

The Leconfield fundraising event was very successful with profit of $2100. We will continue to do this again next year 

 

Earlier in the year there were a large number of unexplained absences, this has now decreased by 60%. Attendance has 

improved by 1% from 93% in 2017 to 94% this year.  

Governing Council (GC) Report
Jo Matthews, Governing Council Deputy Chair 

Our staff & students want to show our appreciation in 

thanking our volunteers who play an important part in 

our school community by attending a morning tea. 

 

We hope you are able to join this celebration on: 

MONDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

As a thanks to our volunteers 2018 

11am - 12noon  in the  Library 



McLaren Vale Primary Giving Tree
Tyson Maddern, Pastoral Care Worker 

With Christmas fast approaching, Arise Christian Church is gathering non-perishable food items 

and children’s toys for generous hampers to support local families this Christmas. In the front 

office, there will be a small Christmas tree across from the administration desk where non- 

perishable food items and toys can be placed into a crate. All donations will be gratefully accepted 

and used to bless families this Christmas who face difficult circumstances and hardships. 

 

Examples of items include; toys, canned vegetables, canned fruit, Christmas puddings, fruit mince 

pies, custard mixes, gravy mixes, lollies, chocolate, pancake mixes, hot chocolate powder, soft 

drinks, biscuits, baked beans, and canned spaghetti. Any financial donations can also be used to 

purchase needed items. For further information feeling free to call Pastor Mel Maddern from Arise 

Christian Church on 8323 7788. 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
F R I D A Y  3 0  N O V E M B E R

P l e a s e  n o t e  O S H C  i s  a l s o  c l o s e d  -   N o   O S H C  a v a i l a b l e

Nicky Clark is a clinical social worker with many years’ experience working with families.   

Her counselling service aims to provide support and strategies in order to create healthy 

change for families experiencing difficulties with: 

 

   • managing children’s behaviour 

   • relationships in family 

   • adjusting to changes such as parental separation or death of a loved one 

   • feelings of being overwhelmed, stressed, anxious or depressed 

Free counselling service for parents & children

Nicky is based in Aldinga Children’s Centre on Fridays.  The counselling service is free of charge for people with a health care plan 

from the GP.  Please speak with Children’s Centre staff for further information, or phone Nicky on 0433 840 101 to make an 

appointment. 

Finance News – Overdue Fees
Amanda Marcel, Business Manager 

Please note that school fees are now well overdue. To avoid debt collection, please pay any outstanding fees or lodge a school 

card application ASAP. The cut-off date to apply for school card is fast approaching. Application forms are available at the 

Student Services counter or you can lodge online by visiting www.sa.gov.au (Education & Learning<Financial Support<School 

Card Scheme). If you would like to organise a payment plan or have any queries, please contact Amanda Marcel on 8323 8741.



Hi everyone. We’ve had a busy time in OSHC over the last couple of 

weeks. The children have been very creative with box construction 

being popular as well as lots of different art work being produced, 

including self-portraits. We have some very talented children! 

 

We have also spent lots of time outside, including the adventure 

playground and nature space where the children enjoyed some messy 

play…lots of fun! 

 

We have started booking children in for the 2019 school year, and our 

numbers are already looking very high. If you haven’t already done so, 

please some into OSHC and fill out the paperwork for next year as soon 

as possible. Bookings from this year will not automatically roll over into 

2019. ALL families need to rebook for next year. 

 

Have a great week!                       

OSHC News
BY NATALIE WELLS, OSHC DIRECTOR

FAMILY TWILIGHT CONCERT UPDATE: 

A sausage sizzle order form is attached to the newsletter. Please fill 

in and return to Student Services. The local Lions Club will be 

cooking the bbq and orders will be delivered to classrooms for pick 

up at 5:30pm by children and families. 

Tamara will be selling snack packs consisting of: cheese, crackers, 

celery and carrot sticks, a sultana box and a mini muffin for $4:00. 

Pre-orders are essential.      

 

On the night, children need to meet their teacher at the classroom 

at 5:45pm and they stay with their class during all of the 

performances. We are suggesting that each child have a drink, a 

jumper and a snack pack under their chair.   

THURS  29  NOVEMBER  

5PM  -  8PM

FAMILY TWILIGHT
CONCERT 

RAFFLE ITEMS: 

We are still calling for donations of raffle prizes. Please send 

to the Front Office. Raffle books will be delivered to families 

in Week 6. 

 

There will be a special auction of a signed and framed 

Usain Bolt jersey. 





FOOD 
ORDERS 

TWILIGHT CONCERT -  THUR 29  NOV

Rounding up donations 

Packing relief goods 

Transferring to warehouses 

Distributing relief goods 

Taking inventory 

Rebuilding Houses

WE NEED HELP  WITH:

 
Family members are also asked to pre-purchase sausages.
Other food items will be available from the kitchen/garden
stall and coffee & drinks from Liquid Delights on the night. 
 
Please return money by MON 26 NOV via STUDENT SERVICES 

Name of child: ...................................................................... 

Room Number: ............................ 

YES, I would like to order:  

- Sausages in bread (no onion)@ $2 each ........................ (#)  

- Sausages in bread (& onion)@ $2 each ........................ (#)   

- Snack pack @ $4 each ........................ (#)   

TOTAL enclosed: .......................... 

SAUSAGE IN BREAD $2.00 each 
 
SNACK PACK $4:00 each 
consisting of cheese, crackers, celery & carrot sticks, a 
sultana box & mini muffin 




