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2021 dates 

School photos                                    

FRIDAY 12th MARCH 

 End of Year Concert 

Good Friday                                      

FRIDAY 2nd APRIL 

Easter Monday                             

MONDAY 5th APRIL 

End of term 1                                    

FRIDAY 9th APRIL 

Staff return  

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

20th - 22nd January 

Monday 25th January is a 

School Closure Day 

Tuesday 25th is Australia Day 

Public Holiday 

Students start school on 

Wednesday 27th January 

Public holiday                                

MONDAY 8th MARCH 

Student free day                            

THURSDAY 18th FEBRUARY 

On Wednesday 25th November all 20 classes participated in our annual end of year concert; 

only this year it was a little different. To adhere with the COVID safe practices the concert 

was moved to the McLaren Vale Institute Hall. The venue may have been different, but the 

calibre of performance was unchanged. Students danced, sang and told stories through 

movement, and all students and teachers should be proud of their achievements.  

This year we had items ranging from Christmas morning dances, rainforest stories depicted 

through movement, and even a staff show dance performed by Room 27. This performance 

used big blown up faces of our McLaren Vale staff and was a comedic hit with both the staff 

and the students. McLaren Vale student’s talent and enthusiasm shone throughout the            

performances and we are so glad that they were still able to have this opportunity. 

The school hired a professional videographer for the occasion so that parents will be able to 

see their child’s performance. This will also enable a lifelong record for families to keep. Each 

class teacher will be sent a private YouTube link of their classes item. Only people sent this 

link will be able to view the performance. You will be forwarded this link during week 9 once 

the videographers have finished editing.  



  

End of Year Concert 

 Matt millar 
On Monday 7th December we farewelled our Year 7s in a fantastic graduation ceremony at Lloyd Brothers. It was the perfect way to 
celebrate a busy year and for many 8 years of schooling at McLaren Vale Primary School. 

The graduates treated us to some great speeches reflecting  their journey of primary schooling and thanking their family, friends and 
teachers past and present. We had our annual award winners for sporting, arts and academic excellence, values and a community 
award. 

 

Academic Excellence: Charley Poolman and Paige Ellis 

Sporting Excellence: Mali Lovett and Jake Liddiard 

Arts Award: Jasmine Schueller and Izzy Napier 

Values Award: Jade Worsley and Summer Craig 

Mayo Community Award: Hayley Fowles 

 

Congratulations to all our award winners and graduates for                                                                                                                                                
2020. We wish you all the best and will miss you! 

Year 7 Graduation 



  Lyn langeluddecke 

Our school is at capacity for next year with all classes mostly full (26 in R-2 and 30 in year 3-7).  

Staff have spent a lot of time carefully considering the feedback in placing children into classes for 2021.  

So many factors are involved in constructing classes: friendships, academic levels, students that can’t work together, behavioural issues 

etc. The benefits are twofold. Taking all of this into account, it gives the students the best chances to excel academically and socially. The 

other benefit is for the teacher coming in. It’s not about constructing a class for a teacher but making sure the class is even, fair and will 

allow them to teach effectively. 

There are always adjustments that children need to make in the transition to a new class. The process starts this week with a meet and 

greet with their new teacher and class mates. We tend to find that this process helps children to feel more comfortable and takes away 

any stress or worry over the holidays.   

Families will be notified of the placement details (year level, teacher and room) on Thursday, accompanied with the end of year report. 

 

 LEADERSHIP TEAM                                                                        
 Lyn Langeluddecke - Principal 
 Leanne Lovett - Deputy Principal 

 Matt Millar - Senior Leader 

 Nicky Clark - Wellbeing Leader 

 Cate Schueller - Literacy Coach 

 Wendy Lithgow - Maths Lead Teacher  

 

 SPECIALIST teachers 
 April Watt - Japanese 

 John Lysikatos - Science R-2 

 Michelle Moore - Science 3/4-7 

 Emma Sheridan - Science 3/4 

 Tim Walker - PE 

 Beck Frears - Performing Arts 

 Burda Sanders  - AET 

 Victoria Brown - Special Education 

 

  OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE 

 Natalie Wells - Director 

 Aaron Overstreet - Assistant Director  

2021 Classes 

TEACHING TEAM   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Rm 1. Kate Wyatt  - Yr – 2/3 

Rm 2. Maddy Morgan  - Yr – 2/3 

Rm 6. Elle Hollis (0.6)/Alex Gabb (0.4) - Reception 

Rm 7. Gabby Morgan - Reception 

Rm 8. Kym Kleinig - Reception 

Rm 9. Sue Higgins - Yr 2 

Rm 10. Ange Pedisic (0.6)/ Bernice Sternberg(0.4) - Yr 1  

Rm 11. Susie Walker (0.6)/TBA (0.4) - Yr1 

Rm 12. Anna Bellomarino (0.8) /Julie Howard (0.2)  - Yr 1 

Rm 13. Sally Murray (0.8) /Julie Howard (0.2)  - Yr 2 

Rm.14. Paula Hodgens - Yr 3/4 

Rm. 15. Cate Schueller (0.6)/Kahlie Burtt (0.4) - Yr 3/4 

Rm. 16. Cheree Gordon - Year 6/7  Rm. 17. Dave Cleggett - Yr 6/7 

Rm. 18. Jenny Jones (0.8)/ Kahlie Burtt (0.2) - Yr 3/4 

Rm. 19. Kylie Van Laarhoven - Yr 3/4 

Rm. 20. Simon Lovett  - Yr 6/7 

Rm. 21. Nicole Irving  - 5/6 

Rm. 26. Wendy Lithgow (0.8)/ Patty van den Hoogen (0.2)  - Yr 5 

Rm. 27. Lauren Cole (0.8)/ Emma Sheridan (0.2) - Yr 5 

  SSO TEAM  (KNOWN) 
Amanda Marcel - Finance 

Mary-Anne Sherriff  - Administration 

Clair Pavey - Student Services 

Marie Groen - Library 

Tamara Piec - Kitchen Specialist 

Natt Giffney - Garden Specialist 

Rebecca Roberts - Aboriginal Community Education Officer 

Steve Tilley - Groundsperson 

Julie Kelly - Curriculum support 

Sharon Proctor - Curriculum support 

Lee Honan-Anderson - Curriculum support 

Sally Harris - Curriculum support 

Belinda turner - Curriculum support 

Jess Shaw - Curriculum support 



 Lyn langeluddecke  

Staff Farewells 

Wicking bed workshop opportunity

Delys Finn, a long term SSO is leaving SA and heading to NSW with her husband who has been relocated with work. Delys has held 
many roles over her 15 years, supporting children in intervention programs and in classes. Delys has had a warm, calm and positive     
manner with all the children she worked with and saw the very best in all children. She was an asset to our staff team and will be 
missed. 
Olivia Homann, another of our SSOs is leaving to take up an OSHC Director position at McLaren Flat School. Olivia has done an  
awesome job in building positive relationships with our students and supporting their intervention work.  We wish Olivia all the best for 
her new job.  
Yvonne Owen joined our SSO admin team mid-year and is retiring at the end of this year. Yvonne has been a very welcoming face on 

the front desk and very willing to help at the drop of a hat. We have greatly appreciated the breadth of skills that Yvonne has brought to 

the position and her thoughtful, kind and friendly manner will be missed.  All the best with your new adventures.                                                                    

A big thank you to Shane Rayner who has held a variety of roles over the past 3 years: Performing Arts, teaching Year 5s and more 

recently senior Science. The children have enjoyed his passion for teaching science and technology with a highlight being their        

excursion to the Space School.  All the best in the future Shane !                                                                                                                                  

A sad sayonara also to Schmitt Sensei who is leaving us to take up a Japanese position at Woodcroft College Junior School. Our Japanese 

program has definitely had a high profile over the past 3 years with many engaging cultural experiences, including the Japanese Cultural 

Day/Market, the relationship with our sister school in Osaka and Japanese Club at lunch times. We will miss her dearly and wish her luck 

at her new school.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Another sayonara goes to Jack Sensei who worked with the Reception and Year 6/7 students on Mondays. Jack maintained the flow of 

the Japanese program for the children. Jack has a years contract at Happy Valley PS and we wish him well in the next phase of his   

teaching career.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Many thanks to Lyn Scott who started the year co-teaching with Patty with the Year 5s.  We know how attached Lyn was to the class 

and the teaching role and we greatly appreciated her passion, enthusiasm and commitment to ensuring the best for her class.              

Many thanks to Shae Chandler who stepped into Lyn’s role mid-year, teaming with Patty.  Always a highly professional, reliable,          

responsible, and awesome teacher.  We will continue to see Shae around MVPS next year as a TRT.                                                                                 

We also farewell Zoe Ingolby-Craig who joined our team this term, stepping in to the Year 4 class following Ali Ellis ’s departure.  We 

have loved Zoe’s vibrant, positive and energetic approach, tailoring her program to engage all learners in quality tasks.  

….and a warm welcome to our new staff members:  
Whilst we say ‘sayonara’ to Schmitt Sensei this year, we welcome April Watt to the Japanese role in 2021. April visited with Belinda 
on Friday to do a handover and to be part of the final conversation with Belinda and our sister school in Japan. She brings a lot of   
experience and is very excited to be joining our team. April has been at West Lakes Shore this year and previously at Aldinga B-7 
(hence knowing several of our staff already).   
Marie Groen, not so new anymore as she began her work in the Library midterm and whilst buried in stock taking at the moment, has 
settled in well to her new role.  
Congratulations to those staff who are continuing in leadership roles:                                                                                                                                   

Cate Schueller who will take on the Literacy Coach Coordinator role in 2021 and working with Kahlie Burtt.                                                               

Nicky Clark - Wellbeing Leader Coordinator will be working 3 days in 2021 Monday -Wed                                                                                                      

Wendy Lithgow will continue as a math’s coach in a lead teacher role.   

 BIRTH TO YEAR 12 SCHOOL IN ALDINGA 

On Friday the CE announced the structure to the new Birth to Year 12 School in Aldinga. It was timely as we now have information to 
pass on to our community and more importantly, can assess the potential impact on our school. The school will open in 2022 with 2 clas-
ses (52), per year level R-2, 1 class of 30 students per year level 3-6, 7 classes of 184 students per year level 7-8.  Families opting to send 
their child/ren to the B-12 will apply through an expression of interest in early 2021.  The school has been officially named Aldinga Payin-
thi College. Payinthi (/'bay-in-di'/) is a Kaurna Aboriginal word that means ‘to seek, look for, examine, be thinking’.  The name was cho-
sen following an extensive consultation process with representatives from the local community. Aldinga Payinthi College will accommo-
date up to 1500 students and will open in term 1 2022. No local government schools will close when the new school opens. The new 
school is intended to cater for the projected enrolment demand coming from strong population growth in the area. 
 
For more information, visit www.education.sa.gov.au/newaldingaschool   

http://www.education.sa.gov.au/newaldingaschool


  Lyn langeluddecke 

Principal’s Report 

 

What a Year! 2020 will be the year we never forget.  The year has been interrupted by bouts of uncertainty, frustration and anxiety due to 

the COVID pandemic. Families have had to make adjustments to their lives they never imagined. Teachers have at times had to juggle a 

curriculum catering for both home and school learning with students caught between the two.  Parents, grandparents, siblings became 

co-teachers setting up makeshift classrooms within their homes and with many on the front line putting themselves at risk everyday so 

we can stay healthy.  Although these uncertain times have brought challenges for everyone, they have also given us all the opportunity 

to slow down, take a pause and reflect on what is really important in our lives. It’s allowed families to spend more time with each. It’s 

allowed our teachers and students to improve their computer skills while attending Google meets, becoming experts on Google  

classroom and Seesaw. And through all of this, staff have stayed motivated, engaged and totally committed to ensuring our children 

don’t miss out, or get behind in their learning.   We thank all of our staff for the unique set of skills that they bring to their work every 

day. This diversity transpires into all things great for our children and contributes to our collaborative work in leading the learning so as 

to maintain the high standards attained,  pre-COVID.     

 

Whilst we have no NAPLAN scores to boast about, there have been many other indicators of our success. We have stayed true to our 

commitment to delve deeper into our literacy and numeracy practices and to track our learners to get the stretch for every student.  

Data collected this year and used for our student reports indicates that COVID has had a minimal impact on children’s academic learning.    

 

We have powered ahead to ensure our students were supported emotionally and socially 

through increased care programs in classrooms and a wraparound model through the  

support of our Wellbeing team. Showing kindness has been the predominant theme this year 

which is evident every day in the caring relationships our children show for one  

another.  In fact, our children have shown an enormous capacity to be independent,  

self-managing and resourceful individuals throughout COVID which we are immensely proud of. 

 

A special acknowledgement of the work of our SSO teams and our admin staff that have aligned as a strong and industrious team to   

improve office operations and services to children, staff and families. They are the heart of our school and we are forever grateful for the 

high standards that they set. Our curriculum SSOs who are out in the field providing intervention support to our children and working 

alongside our educators to maximise the learning for every child. Their passion, skill and ability to make a difference is widely recognised 

by our teaching staff. Our Kitchen and Garden team have had to engineer ingenuity to meet the parameters of the COVID restrictions this 

year but have provided many rich learning opportunities that have motivated and enthused our keen gardeners and cooks.   

 

Other staff who work tirelessly for the benefit of our children, staff and families include: 

Meagan our canteen extraordinaire, who serves up delicious lunches every day and provides a meeting place for our families to share 

stories and catch up with each other. Les and Niro, our two extraordinaire cleaners who go about their work diligently and  always with a 

smile. Our OSHC team under the amazing leadership of Natalie and Aaron, supported by a  diligent team of staff who work tirelessly to 

provide a wonderful innovative care program for our children and their families. You are an awesome team and worth your weight in 

gold.   …and lastly, Steve Tilley who is all things to all people at the drop of a hat.  

 

Last but not least our Governing Council members and parent community who volunteer their precious time to be active in our school in 

a myriad of ways.  Your involvement benefits everyone and helps build a stronger support base.  We are forever grateful for your support 

this year.  We too have missed the close connection that we had pre COVID  restrictions with our families and acknowledge that there 

were many times throughout the year where families, students and staff had to make sacrifices to their norm of how school looks. 

However your support throughout this was remarkable, and for that we thank you.  We are hoping to return to something more normal 

in 2021 but are grateful for the health of our SA community and all that everyone is doing to keep us safe. 
  

 

  

 



  

Vacation Care Program 



  

Vacation Care Program 



  Rooms 14, 15, 18, 19 

Tree Climb 

Tree climb is so much fun. It’s a giant park with trees made into fun obstacles. All of my friends enjoyed it and so did I. The grand 
course is so cool. I found the obstacles challenging. During my stay my mind had been BLOWN! I made the most of my time there. 
There is a bunch of fun ziplines and so much more. At the start, they run you through a safety lesson so you didn ’t get hurt. The kids 
course is fun too, one of my friends did it and said they really enjoyed it and enjoyed the zipline at the end. I was there with all of my 
friends and they all thought it was really cool. There’s so many different courses you can do there's the purple course and the orange 
course and a million other courses on the kids course and on the grand course there’s so many other courses like blue and white. All 
the ziplines had a big crashing area made out of sawdust, so you don't hurt yourself. At the start of all the courses, you put something 
that is attached to your harness onto a big line so if you fall off the trees you do not really fall off because It holds you all the time. If 
you are on an obstacle, you attach another thing that is on your harness to a big line in case the other thing fails. I had never been 
there before so it was a big surprise and a really fun one. I loved my stay and would want to come back next year. 
By Izzy Rom 19 
 

Tree climbing is so much fun there are so many obstacle courses to do and it is very challenging. I like the  course that has very different 
options to do that is yellow, purple and orange. Orange is my favourite because it goes really high and the zipline is also the best thing.   
It was ok if we fell because we fell into sawdust I'm just saying the saw dust got everywhere, it was so messy. 2 days later, I still had             
sawdust in my shoes. The grand course was so much fun there were a million different obstacles. My friend and I were in the last group, 
everybody finished off and we were still on, it was so much fun to tree climb by ourselves. I did not get to go on the grand course            
because I was too short, but I got some feedback from my friend's apparently she really liked. I hope I can go there next year.  
By Breana  
 
Tree climb is super fun and the obstacles are very challenging. The workers strap you up with this thing called a trolley, it is connected to 
the rope, and that is how you do not fall! I definitely recommend it during the holidays. There is a kids course and a grand course. I went 
on the grand course because I was tall enough. You need to be a certain height to go on the grand course. There was one obstacle 
course that was really hard everyone thought it was too! The zipline was super fun as well one person got stuck in the middle of the   
zipline but the instructor helped him and it was ok. After we went back on the bus and drove back to school. My mum went on the bus 
there too and she was supporting me when I got scared. My mum made me feel happy and safe. You should definitely go there during 
the holidays! 
By Charlotte 
 
 
Tree climb is really fun and the obstacles are fun but also challenging. On the kids course the courses are: yellow, purple and orange. 
The hardest course is orange because it is higher than yellow and purple and has harder obstacles. Some of my friends went on  
orange - there is an obstacle that swings!  To get off there is a zipline where you land on a hill of sawdust so you do not hurt yourself. 
It is really fun when you land well. I think it is!  The classrooms that went were 19,18, 14 and 15.  The teachers made a decision that 
all the year 3s go on the kids course and all the year 4s go on the grand course, but some of the year 3s went on the grand course! 
When I went down the zipline a man sprayed me! I would recommend going there in the school holidays with your family and 
friends! Remember it is super fun but make sure you don’t fall off!!! 
By Harlee 



 

 

Zoo Excursion 

 Rooms 26 and 27 

Classes 26 & 27 took part in an excursion 
to the Adelaide Tree Climb where many 
conquered their fear of heights and left 
feeling proud of their achievements.  A 
great day by all with lots of laughs and 

encouragements with their peers.   

A big thank you to the parent helpers who 
also took to the ropes and climbed with 
the students. 

Tree Climb 

 
 
 
On Thursday 3rd December our  
Reception classes travelled by bus to 
the Adelaide Zoo. 
 
There were lots of excited young  
students! 
 
The highlights of the day were seeing 
the lions, monkeys, meerkats, snakes 
and pandas. 
 
There were lots of tired but happy  
children at the end of the day! 
 
Many thanks to the parent helpers for 
your help allowing the excursion to 
take place. 
 
 
 
 



 Burda sanders 

ATSI Excursion 

Karen plisko 

For those families who have already registered, please ensure you have submitted permission and hire agreement forms to ensure            

Last week the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander           

students and some of their 
family members went on an 

excursion to the  Ngarrindjeri 
Plant Trail at Pt Elliot and 
the whale watch lookout at 

Victor Harbor. These sites are 
on Ngarindjeri land and have 

a lot of cultural                
significance. A lot of learning 
occurred around local plants 

and animals.  

A great day was had by all. 

Kitchen Garden says Thank You 
 Nat Giffney and Tamara Piec 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you SO much to all the incredible volunteers who have made our Kitchen and Garden lessons            
possible this year. We are grateful for your time and good humour as we had fun exploring how to grow organic produce and prepare 
healthy meals from around the world. We hope to see you all again in 2021! 



 

 

KAREN PLISKO 

Farewell 
Farewell to the following students and wishing you success and happiness in your new schools. 

MCLAREN VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF WISH ALL STUDENTS AND FAMILIES A  

Paige Kitchen 

Tom Ainsworth 

Zahli Grund 

Oliver Hill 

Angus Hollitt 

Daniel Oddie 

Madison Rhodes 

Evie Cerullo 

Jackson Zimmerman 

Ashlee Cocks 

Mia Contos 

Aida Dansie 

Callan Hamnett 

Carys Inkster 

Sasha Lewis 

Eva Romano 

Latisha Watkins-Currey 

Jordan Avis 

Liam Murphy 

Briarna Mitrotasios 

Kierah Pope 

Aleah Price 

Seth Saunders 

Saraya Wilson 

Scarlett Glatter 

Georgia Hams 

Amelia Laan 

Acacia Trowbridge 

Private Music Tuition 2021 
Unfortunately private music classes are full for next year.  For those families who have already registered,  please ensure you have  

returned the permission and hire agreement forms which were sent home with students recently.  Students cannot commence  

lessons until these forms have been returned. 

Karen plisko 

Georgia Hill 

Harlee Zimmerman 

Emma Carpenter 

Brianna Cavallaro 

Finlay Bailey 

Mikayla Gale-Vuglar 

Casey Hodge 

Ashton Trowbridge 

Liam West-McInnes 

Tyler Ifould 

 

Wicking Bed Workshop 
Nat giffney 

Come and join us for a free workshop on how to make a wicking bed out of an 
old IBC. This will be a hands-on learning experience as you help us to build 8 
wicking beds for our students.  When: Saturday 16 January 2021.  Facilitated 
by Steven Hoffner from Wagtail Urban Farm. More details to come.  

Please email or call our Garden Specialist Nat to register your interest 
natalya.giffney830@schools.sa.edu.au or 0417 869 380 

The workshop will be capped at 16 people so please register early to avoid 
missing out!  

mailto:natalya.giffney830@schools.sa.edu.au


  

Community News 

Farewell to our awesome group of year 7 2020 graduates. We are so proud of each of you and feel honoured to have 

contributed to the people you have become. The future holds many new challenges which we know you will embrace with 

confidence and assurance. All of the staff at McLaren Vale Primary School wish you the very best for your future. 

Charlotte Anderson 

Stephanie Bartlett 

Isabel Berry 

Ruby Borrett 

Reece Brandsma-Jones 

MacKenzie Connor 

Summer Craig 

Mikayla Douglass 

Paige Ellis 

Hayley Fowles 

 

 

 

Logan Gowling 

Jett Griffen 

Jacinta Harding 

Ava Hartley 

Tahli Jones 

Jake Liddiard 

Mali Lovett 

Caitlin Martin 

Hunter McHugh-Kerkham 

Brooke Mitton 

Izzy Napier 

Amy Polomka 

Charley Poolman 

Corben Rock 

Jasmine Schueller 

Kaylee Shallow 

Tara Shaw 

Rhys Sims 

Billie Sweetman 

Charlie Stevenson 

Chase Thomas 

Cassie Thornton-Parry 

Charlie Trewartha 

Ella Walden 

Ella Weyer 

Gracie Weyer 

Ava Williams 

Mackenzie Wilson 

Jayden Winters 

Jade Worsley 


