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Upcoming Key Dates 

 SteFan glockner 

Reports sent home                  

WEDNESDAY 3rd JULY 

Naidoc week 

Last day of term 2 

Casual day - gold coin                  

donation 

Early dismissal 

School photos 

THURSDAY 20TH                                                

& FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 

El shadai camp Room 16/17 

24th to 27th JUNE 

Nature Play Landscaping Update 

As you are most probably aware, there are 

some interesting landscape works happening           

at McLaren Vale Primary School at the moment. 

As a Landscape Designer, I would like to share 

with you the ideas, concepts and meaning              

behind the current works taking place in the 

large open area, west of the Minniss building.  

The design process started collaboratively,     

involving students, teachers, the Nature Play 

and Grounds Committee. The areas currently 

under  construction will eventually link to the 

creative play area running down the western 

boundary. 

The area can be best described around the 

theme of “story”.  The spaces serve as both 

informal and formal learning areas, as well as 

comfortable engaging social spaces. 

Continued………... 

 

stefan@sglandscapes.com.au 

West minniss garden 

STUDENT FREE DAY 

MONDAY 22ND JULY 



 

 

Banjo Frog Garden 

 STEFAN glockner continued……. 

 
 

The ATSI students are currently working on a project to create a Banjo Frog habitat in the space next to the bush     

tucker garden. 

The Banjo Frog pole is part of the school’s Yarning Trail. 

They have done a great job of clearing the garden of unwanted plant species (non-native/non-local) and will soon be 

involved in re-vegetating the area with plants which will attract the Banjo Frog to the area. 

Burda sanders 

Story is integral to these spaces, as well as the way they are connected. There is a transition from 

a more natural landscape with bush plantings, to a more constructed landscape and wooden 

stage area where children can put on formal and informal  performances and plays. Teachers will 

be able to use these spaces as outdoor classroom areas with moveable seating being an eventual 

feature. 

The circular garden near the chess board is intended as a reflective play area were children are 

encouraged to create collaborative, ephemeral art within the circle space, again telling a story of 

sorts. The learning in this space may involve cooperation, collaboration and imagination in             

creating something unique and ever changing. 

The design leaves lots of open space intentionally for the children to develop more ideas into the 

future.  I have already heard  children asking if I  can include moveable tables for market stalls, a 

throne and coloured flags which are all fantastic ideas. Developing these ideas that fit within the 

concept will help the space evolve and change over time, giving the children a great sense of 

stewardship and  belonging.  

It is an absolute pleasure for me to work on this project and am always happy to talk with                

students, parents and teachers about the space and the ongoing works so come and have a chat 

anytime. 

Nature Play Landscaping Update 



 

Developing empathy 
 Leanne lovett 

Helping young children to develop a strong sense of empathy is beneficial because: 

Empathy is the ability to put yourself in 
the shoes of someone else and                      

understand what they are feeling or 
experiencing.  Empathy is different from 

sympathy, which is when you have                      
compassion but don’t necessarily share 
their perspective or emotions.  Humans 

are actually hardwired to be empathetic 
because we closely associate the people 

in our lives with ourselves. 

Why is developing empathy important for children? 
In the early years of life, young children are naturally ego-centric and are very much 
inclined to think mostly about themselves and their immediate needs. They’re not yet 
ready to consider the needs and feeling of others.  But developing a sense of empathy 
is an important developmental process for young children, and one that can benefit 
them not only in childhood but well into adult life as well. 
Building an understanding of what others are feeling, how their own actions impact on 
others, and why someone might be experiencing feelings at a particular time is a                  
valuable life skill for children to possess.   

Empathy at McLaren Vale Primary School 

 it helps them to build a sense of security and stronger relationships with other children                                                                  
and educators, positioning them well for learning 

 it encourages tolerance and acceptance of others 
 it promotes good mental health 
 it promotes social harmony and can reduce the likelihood of bullying 
The benefits of empathetic thinking flow into adult life too.  Empathetic adults may have: 
 greater success personally and professionally 
 higher levels of overall happiness 
 a better ability to understand others, like customers or co-workers 

can we help children develop empathy? 
Parents are children’s first and most 

enduring teachers, and modelling  
empathetic behaviour is one of the 
best ways parents can teach their 

child this valuable skill.  Helping your 
child to name their feelings, and  

understanding their own feelings is 
an important first step in                   

understanding the feelings of others.  
Talking to your child about how  

other people may be feeling, and why, 
helps to build their emotional                

language and think about other           
people’s perspectives. 

In every classroom this term there is a focus on EMPATHY.  The children have been                     
learning about and developing empathy through a focus on various projects and ideas.  
This year we have developed a partnership with the Hutt St Centre and are raising some 
much needed funds to support the people who are sleeping rough on and around the 
streets of Adelaide.  Each class is organising a fundraiser for money for the Centre to use 
towards its programs, or for items that support the people and programs.  You will hear 
about these in more detail from your child’s class teacher. 

Each year Hutt St Centre serves over 40,000 meals and offers 
social work and support services to nearly 2,000 people.  
Showers, laundry facilities, visiting health professionals, an 
aged city living program for older clients, recreational                  
activities, training and employment programs, legal aid                
assistance with finding housing are all services provided to 
the 200 plus people challenged by homelessness who visit 
Hutt St Centre each day. 

There is a growing group of educators, parents and caregivers from 
McLaren Vale Primary School, Madge Sexton Kindergarten and  

McLaren Vale OSHC who are doing the BIG 50km walk from McLaren 
Vale Primary School to Hutt Street on this day too.  Each of these 
BIG walkers have a fundraising page set up to raise funds for this 
great cause.  If you think this sounds like something that you might 
like to be a part of, please come and see Simon Lovett or Jess Shaw 
at school for more information.  If you would like to donate to 

support an individual who is doing the big walk go to                                                            
http://everydayhero.com.au/event/willungawanderers2019 

The Hutt St Centre have relocated their annual McLaren Vale “Walk a Mile in my Shoes” event to McLaren Vale Primary School! 
More information will come home soon about this event. We would love to see every child and family involved.  It will be a 
great start to the day: a short walk, a ‘feel good’ donation and a yummy brekkie – all for a very worthwhile cause.  Representatives 
from Hutt St Centre will be visiting the school to discuss the great work that they do and  promote what all our hard work is     
providing.  This will be a major event on the school calendar, all with a view of making our children more understanding citizens 
with great empathy for those less fortunate. 

  Hutt St Centre aims to end homelessness for every person who walks through our doors, with care and without judgement .  

http://everydayhero.com.au/event/willungawanderers2019


 

Peaceful Kids Program 
 Alison arthurson 

Welcome Back 
 Clair pavey 

 

‘Peaceful Kids’ is a Mindfulness and Positive Psychology based program to lessen anxiety and stress and                

increase resilience in children. The program gives children the skills, practice and support to utilise coping 

strategies that lessen the symptoms of anxiety and stress, and build emotional resilience. The sessions run 

for one hour a week for 8 weeks, in small groups of 4-6 children. Parents receive email communication                  

following each session with ideas for supporting the program at home. Sessions include meditations, hands 

on activities and fun! 

I am offering this program to local families for 2 groups next term after school at McLaren Vale Primary 

School for ages 6-7 years and 8-10 years. Days and times to be confirmed. Cost is $160 for the 8 weeks,                

including all materials.  

More information on the Peaceful Kids program: www.peacefulkids.com.au 

Parent Information Session:  
Wednesday 26th June at 2:15pm 

McLaren Vale Primary School Library 

Enquiries: alisonarthursonpeacefulkids@gmail.com 

 phone: 0414861891 
Please contact me to register for the session or to arrange a different time to meet if you are unable to attend it. 

McLaren Vale Primary school welcomes clair Pavey  

Back from maternity leave. 

  Clair will be working in the front office and student services  on 

Thursdays and Fridays. 

STEM 500 
Dave cleggett 

On May 27th and 28th I was lucky enough to travel to the Adelaide Convention  

Centre with ACO Rebecca Roberts and student Jade Worsley. We took part in the 

ATSI STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) learning over the 

two days ranging from “can we colonise Mars” right through to ‘”seed germination 

in the labs of the Botanical Gardens”. Jade was able to select some of the courses 

we were part of and had a fantastic time learning about the opportunities students 

can have when learning STEM in school and how it will be incorporated into all  

future jobs. One of the key takeaway points from the whole day was how Aboriginal 

people were the first original inventors and how we can utilise STEM to help change 

our world for good. 

mailto:alisonarthursonpeacefulkids@gmail.com


j  

State Netball Trials 
12 and under state team trials 

  

The 12 & Under State Team Netball Trials are coming up! 

If you are interested please register using the link below. 

 To be eligible to nominate for trials children: 

         Must be 12 years and under in the year of competition. 

         Must be a minimum age of 10 years of age in the year of competition. 

         Must be enrolled at an affiliated school. 

Congratulations 

Well done Chanel! 
Chanel travelled to Port Lincoln over the long weekend to compete in her first gymnastics 

competition for the season.   She had a great time and achieved some fantastic results!                                      
She competed in level 4 under 10s, placing 1st on bars, 1st on beam, 3rd on vault and 2nd 

place overall.    Chanel is a part of the competition squad at Beyond Gymnastics. 

Congratulations Mali & Abi 
Mali and Abi travelled to Mildura for the 2019 Tri-State Basketball 

Carnival over the June long weekend. 
The girls, and their  Southern Tigers Under 14 team, fought hard and 

came away Grand Final winners. 

State Netball Trials 
j Governing council Approved dates 

Our Governing Council has approved the following events, student free and school closure days: 

 Student Free Day Monday 22nd July 

 Sports Day 13th September 

 Student Free Day Monday 14th October 

 Twilight concert Thursday 28th November 

 School Closure Friday 29th November 

 

Our Student Free Days are dedicated to staff professional learning and our school closure is a day of local significance utilised on 

the day following our Twilight Concert. 



 Natalie wells-oshc director 

OSHC News 

 Team 53 

Market Stalls 

Market Day Friday 28th June 

 Please remember to bring your money for the Year 

6/7 Market Day on Friday 28th June. 

 Lots of great arts and crafts ranging in price from 

50c to $2.00. 

 All proceeds are going to the Hutt Street Centre. 

Hi everyone. Hope everyone is keeping well and warm in this cold, wet weather. We’ve been busy in OSHC 

with a variety of activities happening. Some of the children made salsa to go with our crackers and cheese for 

afternoon tea. We had a pizza shop made with our large dominoes and time spent outside when the sun  

managed to come out! 

Our vacation care program is now out and is in the OSHC room. We have lots of fun and exciting activities and 

excursions planned. If you need to book your children in, please drop in to OSHC and fill out a form. 

Have a great week,  

 

“kindness is spreading sunshine into other people’s lives regardless of the weather”. 
 

Natalie Wells 
OSHC Director 

Making Salsa 

Making Salsa 

Lego creations 



Kitchen Garden 

Community Notices 
 

TAMARA PIEC 

HELP!  If you have any old cutlery at home, knives, forks and 

spoons in particular, we could really make good use of THEM 

IN the kitchen for our students to use.  

Kids, please leave them on the 

tree. We will let you know when 

they are ready for picking.  

KOMBUCHA FOR SALE  ALMOST RIPE!                                                                       

The good news is that the quandongs 

on the trees in the bush tucker garden 

are starting to ripen and the children 

will be using these in their cooking 

next term.  

Our kids are producing Kombucha; 

how clever! They are making a  

delicious organic black tea (from 

Nepal) and mandarin (from the 

garden) drink as a fundraiser for 

families to purchase. The cost is 

$8:00/litre and orders can be    

taken in the kitchen. Catch up with 

Tamara Monday-Thursday if you 

would like to place an order. 

Team 53 
Team 53 



 

Room 18 
 What’s happening in class? 


