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Upcoming Key Dates 

Reconciliation Week 
 Burda sanders 

World environment day 

WEDNESDAY 5th JUNE 

Queen’s birthday holiday 

MONDAY 10TH JUNE 

Volunteer and ran training 

WEDNESDAY 12th JUNE 9.00am 

GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 18TH JUNE 6.30PM 

YEAR 1 Australian museum of 

childhood  INCURSION 

WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE  

YEAR 7 TRANSITION VISIT 

WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE 

School photos 

THURSDAY 20TH                                                

& FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 

Last week our school was involved in many educational activities for Reconciliation Week, 
following on from our Reconciliation Week Assembly the previous Friday.                             
These included : 
 

 David Cleggett and MVPS student Jade attending the STEM Aboriginal Congress at the  
Adelaide Convention Centre 

 Our year 3-7 ATSI students attending the Southern Reconciliation Event at Noarlunga     
Centre 

 Lunchtime activities in the ATSI Room for any interested students 

 A poster competition around the theme “Grounded in Truth, Walk Together with                  
Courage” 

 All classes doing in-class activities to learn about reconciliation 

 Classes going to the ATSI Room to learn about Aboriginal history and culture through 
a presentation involving oral history around family artefacts, presented by our  
Aboriginal Education team Rebecca Roberts and Burda Sanders 

Students were highly engaged and interested in the activities, asked many deep questions 
and made some amazingly insightful comments.  

We are very proud of the way in which our school staff and students embraced  
Reconciliation Week 2019. 



   

National Reconciliation Week 

classes worked on indigenous art in week 4  

as part of our inquiry learning this term ABOUT INDIGENOUS CULTURES  



 Lyn langeluddecke 

Home Learning 

Did you know that our school’s homework policy is in the front section of the diary titled ‘HOME LEARNING PROGRAM?’                                  
It would be really helpful if you could read this with your child to familiarise yourself with school expectations. Children are                 
encouraged to practise their reading most nights and record this in their diary along with their spelling words. We also 
acknowledge that it is equally as important for students to have time for play, leisure and physical activities outside of school, 
hence we use the home learning grid to record those activities that children do after school. Encouraging your child to engage with 
these routines will foster positive life-long learning habits and an opportunity for children to show responsibility towards home 
learning.  
 
Our mantra towards reading is…..instruction at school, practise at home. The visuals below from child A, B & C portrays a powerful 
message to substantiate the urgency in every child reading every night.  
 

Reception, Year 1 and 2 Year 3 and 4  Year 5, 6 and 7  

 Daily practice of sight and spelling  
        words. 

 Reading for at least 10 minutes a  
        night. 

 A minimum of 3 activities from the  
        home learning grid for the week. 

 Daily practice of sight and spelling  
        words. 

 Reading for at least 15 minutes a  
        night. 

 A minimum of 4 activities from the  
        home learning grid for the week. 

 Reading for at least 20 minutes a  
        night. 
 A minimum of 5 activities from the 

home learning grid for the week. 
  

THE LEARNING GRID 

These are expanded upon in the children’s diary (please refer to this). Children choose a range of activities to complete across 
the week and record.  

Is your child on track to be an A grade student?     

STUDENT A  

 20 MINUTES PER DAY  

 1,800,000 WORDS PER YEAR  

 SCORES IN THE 90TH               
PERCENTILE ON                      
STANDARDISED TESTS  

STUDENT C  

 1 MINUTE PER DAY  

  8,000 WORDS PER YEAR   

 SCORES IN THE 10TH                 
PERCENTILE ON                          
STANDARDISED TESTS 

STUDENT B 

 5 MINUTES PER DAY  

 282,000 WORDS PER YEAR   

 SCORES IN THE 50TH                   
PERCENTILE ON                           
STANDARDISED TEST 

FINISHING OFF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY HOUSEHOLD TASKS 

SHARING LEARNING WITH A FAMILY MEMBER VALUES; MANNERS AND COMMUYNITY SERVICE CULTURE AND THE ARTS 

INQUIRY BASED LEARNING PLAYING GAMES WITH A FAMILY MEMBER SHOPPING 



 

MVPS students at Elder Conservatorium Launch  
 

 Lyn langeluddecke 

External Review at MVPS 

LYN LANGELUDDECKE 

Thursday 20th                   

and                       

Friday 21st June 

On Thursday 27th May, 32 Year 4 students visited the Elder Conservatorium at Adelaide University. We were  invited to join the  

celebration of the launch of a $140,000 government grant to the open music academy program which will be used to bring music 

to regional areas through performances and workshops.  The children participated in a highly creative music workshop as part of 

the ceremony. 

 A special thank you to Emily Dollman for organising this wonderful opportunity for our children.   

 

 

‘TAKING COUNTRY KIDS TO THE MUSIC SOURCE’ 

Dinara and Charlie photographed in  

Paxton’s vineyard for ‘the advertiser’ 

(TUESDAY 28TH MAY)  

Last week we welcomed Michelle Miegel and Deb Grzeczkowski, the two external assessors who formed the review panel.  

The review process centred on the school’s student data and contextual information provided by the Principal prior to the 2 day 

on-site visit, where lines of inquiry were determined.    

During the two day process, the review panel sought extensive feedback from students, staff and parents using a range of  

structures: 

 Leadership presentation and feedback throughout the process 

 3 student discussion groups (6-8 students)  

 One session with governing council members and parents 

 3 staff discussion groups including SSOs (4-6 staff) 

 Classroom walkthroughs visiting every learning area 

 Observations in 6 classes at each level of schooling: junior primary, primary and middle years 

Evidence was gathered and synthesised from these meetings and a report provided to school leaders of the key findings and an 

indication of the directions the school needed to consider.  

There were many positives and generally speaking a good report card. The review team commended everyone’s work and felt that 

we were well on our way to achieving a rigorous and systematic approach to getting the stretch for every learner.  

The review has generated extensive feedback for us to consider and act upon. As we unpack the feedback with staff, students and 

Governing Council we will certainly be communicating with families the actions we are taking to improve growth, challenge and 

engagement for every child.  

I would like to thank all students and parents who provided input and commend our staff for their ongoing, dedicated and relent-

less focus on the efficacy of curriculum, pedagogy and assessment of student learning against identified standards. Together we 

are achieving great things for the children of McLaren Vale.      



   

Mindfulness Lessons 
ALISON arthurson 

I am delighted to be back at MVPS this term to provide a 6 week mindfulness program to the Year 3, 
4 and 5 classes, teaching a weekly lesson in each classroom. My lessons include short sitting & lying 
down meditations, mindful movements, sensing meditations, breath meditations, mindful activities 
and stories. Themes include mindfulness of listening, being present, gratitude, mindfulness of  
breathing, mindfulness & the brain, body sensations, mindfulness of the senses, mindfulness of   
emotions, mindfulness of thoughts, & heartfulness - kindness for ourselves & others. Classroom 
teachers participate in the lessons and continue with the practices, gradually developing their own 
classroom mindfulness programs. 
 
Mindfulness can be defined as ‘paying attention in a particular way; on purpose, in the present               
moment, and non-judgmentally’.    It is a skill that has to be practised, strengthening the brain to  
increase focus & attention, develop awareness of feelings, thoughts & sensations, feel calmer &                 
happier, and make good choices to care for ourselves & others. 
 
I hope your children enjoy sharing their learning of mindfulness with you. Please contact your child’s 
class teacher or the school if you would like to know more about my program. 

Congratulations to Sensei Schmitt, who was presented with the 2019 Hiroshi Haga Japanese Teacher Recognition Award last  
Saturday night at the annual JLTASA Japanese Teachers Conference. 
 
Nominations for the Hiroshi Haga Award are made by Japanese language teachers across SA and the recipient is chosen by the 
JLTASA committee, with only one award presented each year to recognise the recipient's hard work and commitment to Japanese 
language education. 

 

Teacher Recognition 
Belinda schmitt 

Congratulations               

Sensei Schmitt! 



  

SAPSASA Netball 
 Holly turner 

 

 Lyn langeluddecke 

Can you help? 

 Sally harris 

 On Wednesday week 5 a team of years 5/6/7 girls played 
against 2 other Schools in a Knockout Netball at                
Tatachilla Lutheran College.   

         Although the girls didn’t come out on top after the 2 
games the girls all tried very hard and showed great 
sportsmanship during the day. Against Tatachilla they 
came very close to a win, losing by 1 with the scores                    
34-35.     

        The Girls who were selected to play on the day were 
Emma, Kaitlin, Dana, Holly, Amber, Izzy, Ava, Tahli,       
Georgia and Aleah.         

        To the coaches, Emma Sheridan and Miss Cole, thank 
you for your time and allowing us to play against the 
other schools. 

Our school has just invested in hundreds of fantastic new take home reading books              
for the junior primary children. 

To keep these books in great shape, they all need to be covered in contact. 

If you can help, please see Sally in the library, any day from 2.00pm. 

Uniform Shop 
 

Uniforms can be purchased from the Uniform shop Tuesday mornings 8.30am - 9.15am and Wednesday  afternoons between 
2.45pm - 3.15pm.  Alternatively you can order and pay for uniforms over the phone and nominate a person to collect or we can 
deliver your order to your child’s classroom.  Order forms are available from the front office. 

Hats are also available to be purchased from the Student Services office out of Uniform shop hours. 

Please choose uniform items and sizing carefully. Refunds/exchanges ONLY during Uniform shop opening hours and only if: 

 Receipt is presented 

 Returned within 7 days from purchase date 

 Item/s in the same condition as at purchase date and still have tags attached.                                                                                                    
PLEASE NOTE, THERE ARE NO REFUNDS ON HATS. 

Please note: 

Hats are not required to be worn during the months of june, july and august 



Volunteering benefits everyone,  

including the volunteers      

themselves who are rewarded 

with the satisfaction that 

comes from giving to others and 

knowing that every bit of help 

makes a difference  

n the life of a child.    

j  

Volunteer Induction/ R.A.N Training  
June 12th, 2019 

 Amanda marcel 

Key due dates for payments: 

Please note, the due date for School Fee Payments has now passed 
but it is not too late to organise a payment plan or to lodge a school 
card application.  

 

School Card applications need to be submitted each year with forms 
available from Student Services or online at www.sa.gov.au  
(Education & Learning/Financial Support/School Card Scheme). 

Finance 

 McLaren Vale Primary School welcomes parent involvement and volunteers. 

There are many opportunities for volunteers to support programs at our 

school.    

        If you are keen to join the ranks of becoming a school volunteer, we                        

encourage you to sign up for our Volunteer Induction and mandatory training 

in Reporting Abuse and Neglect (RAN). 

 

Our next course date is:  WEDNESDAY JUNE 12th, from 9:00am. 

 We look forward to seeing you there. 

Carrick Hill excursion  

DUE NOW 

El Shaddai camp  

17th JUNE 

 YEAR 1 AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD 

incursion 

12th JUNE 

Student Personal Data Forms are being sent home to all families. Please check carefully that the recorded data is correct.  

If the data is all correct, please write “Correct” on the forms, sign and date them, and return to  the school via classrooms, the 

front office or student services.  

If the data is incorrect, please make any corrections, sign and date them, and return to the school via classrooms, the front 

office or student services. 

Also included are our new format permissions forms which require renewal every year. Please check  both sides of the form, 

sign, date and return to Student Services. 

An ICT and Cyber-safety Agreement for students who use the McLaren Vale Primary School technology is also included where 

appropriate. Please read and discuss this form carefully with your child and tick each statement. This can be returned to your 

child’s classroom teacher. 

Please return all forms as soon as possible.  

j  

Student Services 
Student data forms 

http://www.sa.gov.au


  

Empathy Projects 
 Room 13 

We are the students from room 13 and we have a number of empathy projects we are working on. 

We would like to ask the wider school community to help us with two of them. 

We are collecting clean blankets, towels and sheets that are no longer needed and we will drop then at the RSPCA Shelter at 

Lonsdale. If you have any, please send along to Room 13 in the next few weeks. 

 

We are collecting toiletries; especially the travel sized ones, to donate to Orange Sky. Sharon Proctor is a regular volunteer 

with Orange Sky, who have vans containing washing machines and dryers to wash the clothes of people experiencing 

homelessness. We would like to collect and donate toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, soap and similar 

items Sharon has told us are very useful and badly needed. 

We hope you                  

can help us. 

Thank you very much 

The students of Room 13 

All classes are involved with projects on empathy this term.  Keep a look out in the next  

newsletter as to how you can support our whole school fundraising effort  

for the Hutt Street Centre. 



 Natalie wells-oshc director 

OSHC News 

Hi everyone. We have had a busy couple of weeks in OSHC. Our textile crafts continue to be very popular 

with many tom boys and God’s Eyes made. We have some very clever and talented children in OSHC, who 

continue to show great persistence and determination. 

Last week the children also created and decorated feet for Reconciliation Week, which will be placed up on 

our wall in OSHC.  

Our service continues to be busy with lots of bookings. Our policy states that families must give us 24 hours’ 

notice of any absences. Over the past few weeks we have had many instances where we have not been               

notified. This is essential as we often have children on waiting lists. It is also important for our staffing                

arrangements.  

Our vacation care program is almost finished with some great activities and excursions planned.                              

The program will be out at the beginning of week 7.  

 

 
God’s eye crafts 

“Children need someone to reassure them that play; 

their own, unique, imaginative play – is something to 

be valued.” – Fred Rogers 

Reconciliation feet 



   

Willunga Courthouse Excursion 
Year 1 

The Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom when it opened in 
1862 was reported to be “an ornament to the east 
end of town”. James Bassett taught here with great 
distinction until his untimely death in 1875. His 
second wife Mary continued to run Bassett School 
and Buckland House until her death in 1889. 
During the 1890s the Schoolroom became a 
Church of England School under Ella Hawkens. It 
was purchased by the District Council of Willunga 
in 1896 and served as Council Chamber and 
meeting room until 1962. After further use as 
Council depot and library storage area, the building 
was leased to Willunga National Trust and                    
underwent major restoration in 1988. 
Under the care of the National Trust it was used for 
a variety of purposes, including as a music studio 
and art gallery, before reverting to its original           
purpose as a schoolroom. 

Mr Bassett’s Schoolroom is a school learning program that has been developed to support teaching of year 3                
history in an authentic heritage setting. The program focuses on continuity and change in the Australian experience 
of school over 150 years.  It has been designed to enable teachers and students to reflect on how schools and                
education have changed in their own area over time, as well as the shifting role of symbols and emblems in the 
identity and heritage of their local area.  

Students from Year 1 were lucky enough to visit Mr. Bassett’s Schoolroom in 

Willunga and enjoyed an historical learning  experience. They were able to   

really feel the part by dressing up in the clothes from yesteryear, as well as 

using learning tools from days gone by.                   

Definitely no digital technology 

in this classroom! 



 

Community Notices 
 

MVPS Quiz Night 
Matt millar 

 

Wow! What a great success the quiz night was! We had over 100 parents, teachers and friends of our school community come  

together for a fun night. It was great to see so many families connecting with each other and showing their support for the school. 

Everyone’s brains were put to the test with 2 of our teacher tables coming first and second. Next year they are the ones to beat!  We 
had a number of different rounds testing a variety of categories and even a year 7 NAPLAN round thrown in for good measure.  

We were very fortunate to have so many sponsors donating prizes on the night (see below) and a big thankyou goes out to Kent 
Brown for organising this from a variety of local businesses and wineries. We managed to raise over $1500 on the night but most 
importantly brought the school community together. 

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported on the night. 

 

SPONSORS: 

Wirra Wirra Wines  Geoff Hardy Wines  Gemtree Wines   

Zontes Footsteps   Goodiesons Brewery  Dogridge Wines    

Pirramimma Wines  Leconfield Wines   Willunga 100 Wines   

Shottesbrooke Wines  Zerella Wines   Yangarra Wines    

Garage Wines   Paxton Wines   Adam Farrelly Century 21 Reynella 

Absolute Edge Lifestyles  Chapel Hill Wines   Seaford Automotive and Diesel 

Hotel McLaren   Galvanized Wines   John Weeks - The Sacrificial Pig 

 



  What’s happening in class? 

Room 3 

Read to Self helps to build Stamina by reading 

the whole time. By Ashton 

Reading in Room 3 

Read to Self is focusing on reading, making sure you are reading fluently 
and concentrating on reading good fit books.  
By Eva 

Read to Someone is when we listen to other people 
read and at the end ask comprehension questions.  
By Brennan 

During Read to Self I read by myself and I record in a little book about what I have read 
about. My reading strategy is check for understanding – what have I just read.  
By Olivia 

Café reading 

strategies that 

have been             

practiced as a 

whole class 

Independent reading strategies kept on 

the side of the book boxes 


