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DIARY DATES 
 

NOVEMBER 

14 - 15 Transition Visits - Reception 

14 RSPCA class visit Room 3 

15 RSPCA class visit Room 2 

16 RSPCA class visit Room 1 

17 Colour Fun Run 

21 - 22 Transition Visits - Reception 

29 Rooms 9, 13 History Walk 

 Excursion 

29 - 1/12 Rooms 14/18 Mylor Camp  

 

DECEMBER 

5 Twilight Concert 

6 Year 7 Transition Day WHS 

11 Graduation   

12 Rooms 1, 2, 3 excursion 

13 Rooms 12, 11, 6 Urimbirra 

 Excursion 

14 Rooms 7, 8, 9, 13 excursion 

15 Last day of term     
 

Principal 
Ms Lyn Langeluddecke 

 

Deputy Principal 
Ms Melanie Jones 

 

Assistant Principal 
Mr Greg Doig 

 
 

OSHC Program 

Director:  Natalie Wells 
Bookings:  8323 9217 

 
CHANGE OF DETAILS 

Please remember, if you move or 

change any of your contact 

numbers to let the Front Office 

know as soon as possible. 
 

Student absences can be 

reported by phone before 10am 

daily to the Front Office on the 

below number 

Phone:  8323 8741 
 

T: 08 8323 8741 F: 08 8323 9238 

dl.0251.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

Term 4  Week 4  9th November 2017 

McLaren Vale Primary School is a community of creative individuals and resilient learners who take responsibility to make  

a positive difference in the world. 

FINANCE NEWS - OVERDUE FEES 

Please note that school fees are now well overdue. To avoid debt collection, please pay  outstanding 

fees ASAP. 

Also, this is the last chance for school card applications. If you wish to apply please do so before the 

17th of November. For further information, please see Sharon Pearsons or phone 83238741. 

 

 

 

In May this year our Year 3, 5 and 7 students sat the NAPLAN tests. These tests 
have provided our students, their families and our school with information about:  

 Individual student achievement and progress compared to all other students 
Australia wide at their year level, and 

 A comparison of how our school has performed overall to ‘like’ schools (or 
schools of similar complexity) 

Our staff spend a great deal of time analysing this data and determining how 
individuals are tracking and how we are progressing as a school. We use this 
information as one source in determining students who require intervention and we 
monitor the achievement and progress of students in the upper bands. This gives us 
a wealth of information in determining areas we need to focus on with staff in our 
curriculum work. Analysis focuses on individual student data, aggregated data across 
the site and individual question analysis highlighting the gaps in student’s numeracy 
and literacy understanding.  

In 2017 our individual student data analysis shows 100% of our students achieved 
the National Minimum Standard in Reading Year 3, Reading Year 5, Writing in Year 
5, Spelling Year 7 and Numeracy at Year 7. 

In 2017 our Year 3 Reading and Year 3 Numeracy data shows that we are above the 
historical average for our site.  

In 2017 we have begun a journey of implementing Big Ideas in Number which 
develops student’s number sense. In response to trends indicated in the NAPLAN 
data this will continue into 2018 as one of the best models of effective research 
based best practice and we will continue to develop the work of Tierney Kennedy and 
her work in Back to front Maths across the site particularly in Years 3-5. 

We will also focus on developing Café and Daily 5 Reading across the classes to 
strengthen the teaching of reading in building stamina, comprehension and fluency. 

In addition we will continue to provide intervention programs for identified students 
and offering enrichment opportunities for students in the upper bands of NAPLAN. 

Melanie Jones 

Deputy Principal 

 

NAPLAN 2017 

mailto:dl.0251.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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“GROWING MEMORIES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME” 

The beautification project to the front of our school grew from a small seed planted during a walk around the school by 

the Grounds committee where they observed the much improved streetscape on the other side of the fence with the 

new paving and Ornamental Pear trees and on the school side were our straggly gums, poplars and prunus trees. 

So grew the vision of a canopy of trees that would be a ‘wow’ factor for locals and visitors driving into the McLaren 

Vale area. It would also signify how proud our children and families are of our school and our strong connection with 

the environment.    

It was lovely to see so many smiling faces amongst the children as we set about replacing the old with the new.  

Following a welcome ceremony, hosted by two of our student executive, Holly and Carter, all of the invited guests and 

classes (including the kindy) were allocated a tree to plant. In total 30 Native Frangipanis were planted along the 

length of the front fence. 

Our tree planting ceremony was attended by invited guests Leon Bignell, Member for Mawson, Brian Rayner from 

McLaren Districts Lions Club and Jenny Mitton and Sandy Mount  from the McLaren Vale Business and Tourism 

Association who kindly made a financial contribution towards the beautification project.  

Others that need to be acknowledged are our Grounds Committee (Tracey Weyer, Jim Fletcher, Albert Fowles, Steve 

Tilley and Rachelle Dale), Albert Fowles  and Steve Tilley who did all the preparation for the event, Greg Doig who 

oversaw the planning, and Jazz Ellis (Chair of Governing Council) for her promotion and publicity. 

There is also an opportunity for all families to have a stake in the action through our personalised paver fundraising 

project. Order forms were sent home on Friday and we hope that many of you will want to purchase a paver as a 

momento of your childs/rens education at McLaren Vale PS.   

Thank you to all families who were able to join with us for the ceremony.   

It was a wonderful community event and we feel so privileged that our community invest so heavily in our school in so 

many ways. We are really enjoying working together to make our school the hub of the community and everyone’s 
contribution is valued. 

“One generation plants the trees, another gets the shade.” Chinese  proverb 

Lyn Langeluddecke, Mel Jones and Greg Doig 
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ATSI CAMP 2017 - CALPERUM SATION 

 

On the 25th-27th of October, students and families as part of the McLaren Vale ATSI program attended a camp at 
Calperum Station near Renmark. Everyone who attended had a wonderful time exploring the peaceful surroundings 
with soft orange sand, native scrubland and creatures and serene river nearby. Small plants were given a new home 
with the help of caring hands. Pelicans flew overhead while clay from the riverbed was collected and made into small 
pots. Hands wove with reeds collected months ago before Rebecca (ACEO) started at the school. Symbols were 
painted onto wood disks, carefully carved and sanded for a necklace. Friendships were made and ancient skills were 
taught and practiced with guidance from elders. Kangaroo tail cooked through the day and tasted delicious at night. 
Stars were counted before eating marshmallows roasted by the fire. The calmness of connection to country was 
experienced. A big thank you to those who assisted (Rebecca Price, Rebecca Roberts and her kind and talented 

family and those who helped at the sausage sizzle in term 3!)    

Heidi Karo and Rebecca Roberts 

ATSI Staff 
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FUTURE ENROLMENTS AND DEPARTURES 
 

As we are planning our classes and enrolments for 2018 we would appreciate hearing from any families who are 
planning to move on and from families with children beginning school in the New Year.  
Please write a note in your child’s diary/communication book or  phone Clair on 83238741 or email 
dl.0251.admin@schools.sa.edu.au  
 
Lyn Langeluddecke 
Principal 

PLAYGROUP - MONDAY 9-11am 

Everyone with young children are welcome to join us in the OSHC room. 
 

Hayley Petrucci and Tarlie Neill 

McLAREN VALE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

FAMILY FUN TWILIGHT CONCERT 
 

TUESDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2017 

5:00-8:00pm 

All children are involved in a performance so 
attendance is requested.   

 

5:00-6:00 eating time: bring a picnic or buy 
from the food stalls 

6:00-8:00 performances by students 

Food: 

BBQ sausages-Lions Club (pre order forms to 
follow) 

Mexican nachos, fruit salad, yummy baked 
goods and dips (kitchen/garden team) 

Fresh produce from the kitchen/garden 

Coffee, drinks and ice-creams- Liquid 
Delights. 

 

Please donate tinned or non-perishable goods 
for the Giving Tree. 

 

Donations can be left at the front office. 
 

Please come and support this wonderful 
school event.   

Susie Whittington & Tim Walker 

who were married during the 

last holidays in a wonderful 

garden ceremony accompanied 

by their much loved golden 

retrievers and Phoebe the 

palomino. Susie is now Mrs 

Walker! We wish them a happy 

future together. 

Congratulations to…. 

REVIEW OF OSHC STARTING TIME 

We are seeking community feedback on the OSHC starting 

time. Currently, morning OSHC starts at 7.10am. Are there 

families who require an earlier start time? 

Please indicate on the slip below your preferences. 

__________________________________________________ 

Please return to Student Services. 

OSHC starting time. Please tick your preference: 

Current starting time of 7:10am 

 

Earlier starting time of __________ (indicate time) 

 

Other suggestions 

Signed ___________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________________ 

Thank you for your feedback. 

Lyn Langeluddecke 
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OSHC NEWS 

Hi everyone. Last week in OSHC we finished filling our shoeboxes which will be sent to children in Cambodia. We 

managed to send off nine shoeboxes, so thank you to all who made any donations. 

This week we have someone from the Salvation Army coming to talk to the children about their Toy Appeal that starts 

soon. We participated in this last year and will be joining in again this year. If you would like to donate any new toys we 

will have 2 large boxes in the OSHC room, ready to be filled with toys! 

This week in OSHC we are also making a very special wreath using our handprints. This will be taken down to the 

Remembrance Day service in McLaren Vale on Saturday 11th November, where one of the OSHC children will be 

presenting the wreath as part of the ceremony along with some of the OSHC staff. If you would like to join us we will be 

at the McLaren Vale Remembrance Gardens from 10:30am. 

Our numbers continue to be very high for most afternoons for the remainder of the year. Please be aware that you may 

be put onto a waiting list for some sessions. We have also updated our enrolment forms. All families (new or existing) 

will need to fill out a new enrolment form ready for next year, and also a booking form for 2018. Enrolment forms are 

available from either the OSHC room or front office. 

Have a great week!  

 

Natalie Wells 

OSHC Director 
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MULTIPLICATIVE THINKING – BIG IDEAS IN NUMBER 

A student who has “Multiplicative Thinking” is able to work flexibly with different concepts and strategies that relate to 
multiplication and division in a variety of ways. Within this big idea students work with a range of numbers including large 
numbers, decimals, fractions and ratios. They develop an ability to recognise and solve problems using multiplication/division 

and communicate their understanding in a variety of ways (words, diagrams, writing, etc.).  

There are many concepts that underpin a student’s ability to think multiplicatively and the transition to this type of thinking is not 
always smooth. It can take many years for students to explore and understand the ideas that support multiplicative thinking. 
Although research suggests that multiplicative thinking may not be fully understood by students until they are well into their teen 

years, an ability to think multiplicatively is crucial to success in higher years of schooling. 

Some students can perform simple multiplication and division correctly but many rely on rote learning and multiplication based 
on repeated addition. If students do not have a range of ideas for multiplication they find it difficult to develop efficient mental 
strategies and tend to rely on memorised procedures. Some key strategies that assist students to develop with multiplicative 
thinking are arrays and region/area model. Within multiplicative thinking students are taught to see the patterns and connections 
within multiplication and division. An example of this is the commutative property of multiplication, which means two numbers, 

can be multiplied in either order and the answer will stay the same (4 x 5 = 20 and 5 x 4 = 20).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some ways that you can support the development of multiplicative thinking at home: 

 Think through and discuss problem situations with your child. You can ask questions like “What do they mean?”, “How 

can they be represented?”, “How can we use what we know?” and “Which strategies are better and why?”.  

 Practise using different strategies and avoid just recalling and memorising multiplication facts 

 Explore the counting of equal groups, e.g. The number of wheels on 3 toy cars or the number of fingers of people in the 

family 

 Collect, organise and count large amounts of items in different ways e.g. marbles or match sticks 

 Discuss different strategies for multiplication e.g. doubles (two facts), doubles and 1 more (three facts), double doubles 

(four facts) 

In order for students to think multiplicatively they need to have a deep understanding of number, place value and posses an 
ability to think in place value parts. Traditional ways of teaching and learning tables leads to additive thinking and we need our 

students to have effective strategies to solve a range of multiplication and division problems. 

Learning to think multiplicatively starts in early primary years (year 3) and continues on to high school. If you are concerned 
about your child’s understanding of multiplicative thinking or want more ideas with how to support your child at home then 

please speak to your child’s classroom teacher. 

Lauren Cole (Year 6 teacher) 

PARENT OPINION SURVEYS 

McLaren Vale PS is conducting Parent Opinion Surveys which  are an important part of our parent engagement 

strategy and assist with future planning and improvement. The survey is conducted annually and is managed through the 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA).  As a school we have used the previous surveys to refine 

our practices and to improve learning outcomes for students.  Your input is valued and we look forward to working with the 

information provided from the survey. 

 

The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time between now and next 

Thursday 16th November from the following link. 

 

https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/NdJbpsQ2 

https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/NdJbpsQ2
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COLOUR FUN RUN 
 

On Friday 17th November (week 5) we will be holding a 

"School Colour Fun Run" fundraiser for our school 

community. All money raised will go towards 

developing nature play areas within our school.   

 

Students will be provided with coloured sunglasses, a 

wristband and an ice-block afterwards. Students will 

require a change of clothes including ideally a plain 

white t-shirt in order for maximum effect. 

 

You may like to provide your child with goggles and or 

a face mask if you are concerned about the powder in 

the air. Only adults will throw / spray the powder and 

they have been advised to do this below the shoulders. 

 

The colour powder is made of high quality corn starch 

with permitted food colours. It is non-toxic, 

biodegradable, skin safe and environmentally friendly.   

 

How does my child fundraise?  

Students received a Sponsorship Form recently which 

will assist in raising funds for the school. Please read 

through the Sponsorship Form.   Students who raise as 

little as $10 will receive an incentive prize for their 

efforts. There are over 70 prizes on offer, so select 

your favourite and make this your fundraising goal.  

 

You can also register for online fundraising. It’s the 

easiest way to boost your funds raised and to achieve 

your fundraising goal.  All sponsorship forms and 

money needs to be returned to the front office by 

Friday 17th  November 2017.  This is to help ensure 

that the students receive their prizes before the end of 

the year. 

 

Create a profile page at www.myprofilepage.com.au 

and you are in the draw to win an Apple Watch.  

 

Thank you in advance for your participation, and get 

ready for a BLAST OF COLOUR!  

VOLUNTEER THANK YOU 

The staff and students of McLaren Vale Primary School 

want to show our appreciation in 

thanking our volunteers and mentors who play an 

important part in our school community by 

attending a morning tea.  

We hope you are able to come along and be part of this 

celebration on 

Monday 20th November 

As a 

Thanks to our volunteers 2017! 

11:00am - 12:00pm in the Library 
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ROOM 16, 17 AND 20 EXCURSION - ART GALLERY AND WONDERWALLS 

On November 7th Rooms 16, 17 & 20 went on an excursion to the South Australian Art Gallery and to The 

Wonderwalls in Port Adelaide.  

Firstly we went to The Wonderwalls which were big pieces of street art.  They had lots of red and blue tones but a lot of 
the art was realistic looking.  Some art pieces were a bit smaller and others were 3 stories high or larger. The town had 
lots of old or abandoned buildings that had been used as a canvas for The Wonderwalls. The paintings seemed to 

make the town look a lot nicer and brighter.  

After a lunch break we went to the Art Gallery of South Australia and split into 2 groups. Being in the first group; we 
went for a walk around the gallery first. There was a whole area dedicated to aboriginal art. It consisted of lots of warm 
tones and dot paintings but there was also a sculpture made of giant wooden spears. We moved on from that area to a 
place that had lots of formal dresses made by Paolo  Sebastian. Then there was lots of art pieces that were done to 
admire the human body. There was also some big paintings on pieces of bark from trees.  In the Art Gallery there was 
lots of different types of art such as statues, paintings, chalk paintings, fashion, aboriginal, wool, wooden, photography 

and more.  

We then went on to go to a workshop where we were asked to make a sea creature out of plastic, Judith (our 
instructor) explained the old fishing net sculptures that were hanging from the roof. They are apart of Tarnanthi, Torres 

Strait Islander art. “Every 2 years the museum does aboriginal expeditions” –Judith 

 

Lexi Plunkett 

Room 16 

 


